
Social Studies of  Finance Workshop  
 

“Reembedding Finance” 
 

Paris, Université de Paris Ouest Nanterre La Défense,  
 

Thursday 20th and Friday 21st May 2010 
 
 
 

Call for Papers 
 

 
 
The subprime financial crisis has recently shown the limits of  an abstract and 
disembodied view of  financial markets and their so-called “efficiency”. A new 
interdisciplinary field of  research – often known as “Social Studies of  Finance” 
– has been purposefully tackling these limitations, and has developed with a 
view to “reembedding” financial practices into the social world. This collective 
dynamic of  interdisciplinary research  (gathering areas such as sociology, 
economics, history, anthropology, political science, management studies, 
geography and so forth), is grounded on a stiff conviction: the need to study 
financial activities as forms of  social life. Showing how financial reality is 
embedded in social networks, culture, technology, scientific knowledge and 
institutional contexts can renew our understanding of finance. 
 
While in France research in the Social Studies of  Finance has been particularly 
active and structured through the activities of  an association holding a regular 
seminar (the Social Studies of  Finance Association or “Association d’études 
sociales de la finance”), the label “Social Studies of  Finance” has been 
evolving, on an international level, with a neat inclination towards topics such 
as the scientific and technical embeddedness of  finance, especially through the 
“performativity program”. However along with this thriving program, 
numerous studies in social networks analysis have shed light on various 
aspects of  the social embeddedness of  finance. Similarly, contributions in 
cultural geography or in globalization studies have examined at length the 
social aspects of  financialization. Anthropological perspectives on financial 
markets, meanwhile, seek to scrutinize the moral and cultural frameworks 
underlying financial transactions. New institutionalism, through its various 
versions, has emphasized the legal and political organization that underpins 
financial markets and thus thoroughly contributing to the “reembedding” of 
finance within the social world. Heterodox perspectives in economics have 
also entered into a fruitful dialogue with more sociologically-inclined 
approaches. 
 
The purpose of  this conference, a Parisian initiative of  the Social Studies of 
Finance Association, is to provide a venue for a productive dialogue between 
different perspectives to be found in the Social Studies of  Finance, to think 
about their respective contributions, their commonalities, their differences and 
the opportunities of  hybridization they may bring to light, stressing their 
relevance in the current historical context. 



 
 
The organizers of  the workshop are looking for suggestive contributions in the 
field of  the Social Studies of  Finance. Potential contributors should submit an 
abstract proposal containing roughly 500 words, indicating clearly the original 
contribution of  the corresponding paper. The submission deadline for 
abstracts is January 15th, 2010. Notice of  acceptance or rejection will be sent by 
early February 2010, completed papers will be due on April, 15th 2010. 
 
The conference is to be held at the Nanterre Campus of  the Université Paris 
Ouest Nanterre La Défense. 
 
 
Organizing Committee 
 
This Workshop is supported by researchers from different disciplines who are 
members of  the Social Studies of  Finance Association.  
 

 Yamina Tadjeddine, EconomiX, Université Paris Ouest Nanterre La 
Défense, assistant professor in economics. 

 Olivier Godechot, Center Maurice Halbwachs, CNRS-ENS-EHESS, 
researcher in sociology.  

 Fabian Muniesa CSI, Mines ParisTech (CNRS UMR 7185), researcher 
in sociology. 

 Sabine Montagne IRISSO, CNRS-Paris-Dauphine (UMR 7170), 
researcher in economics. 

 David Martin, Negocia, CCIP, assistant professor in sociology. 
 Horacio Ortiz, LAIOS/IIAC (EHESS-CNRS, UMR 8177), associated 

research in anthropology. 
 Marc Lenglet, European Business School, assistant professor in 

management. 
 Pierre de Larminat, Center Maurice Halbwachs, CNRS-ENS-EHESS, 

Université de Reims, PhD student in sociology. 
 
Scientific Committee 
 
The scientific committee is composed of  the organizing committee and the 
following external scientific experts: 
 

 Mitchel Abolafia, State University of  New York 
 Michel Aglietta, Université Paris Ouest Nanterre La Défense 
 Donald MacKenzie, University of  Edinburgh 
 Philippe Steiner, Université Paris Sorbonne – Paris IV 
 Karel Williams, University of  Manchester 

 
 
Contact and Organization 
Website of  the SSFA: http://ssfa.free.fr/ 
 
Correspondence: reembeddingfinance@gmail.com 


